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Review Sheet for Dinei B’tzias Hapas (Siman 167)

Cutting the Bread


The Place of the Cut

Gemara Sanhedrin (102b): The Gemara teaches that a person should cut the bread from the place that is “karim bishulei”/ “kadim bishulei”/ “gamar bishulei”. (these are 3 variant texts of the Gemara.


Rashi (ibid): Rashi gives 3 possible understandings of the Gemara.

1) “karim bishulei” means from the part of the bread that is crusted. The halacha is that you should always cut the prusas hamotzi through the crust. (i.e. if you have half of a loaf or a piece you shouldn’t cut the prusas hamotzi through the middle but rather the knife should cut through the crust itself)

2) “kadim bishulei” means the part of the bread that cooks first. Rashi explains that this is similar to the first p’shat in that the crust is the first part to bake, which is why it is browner and harder than the middle of the bread. The chiddush accorsing to this text is the same as the first.

3) “gamar bishulei” means the part of the bread that is the most cooked. The chiddush according to this text is that even when you have a complete loaf (crusted all the way around) you still have to cut the bread on the part of the crust that is the most cooked.


Shulchan Aruch (167:1): He poskins like the third p’shat in Rashi.

Rema (ibid): He poskins like the second p’shat in the Rashi. However there is a machlokes Rishonim what part of the crust starts to cook first the side exposed to the fire (Rashi - Shabbos 20a) or the side stuck to the side or rack/ pan of the oven (Riva - ibid). Therefore you should cut the bread on the side because this way you are yotzei both opinions (as the knife passes through both the top and the bottom in this way).

Mishnah Brurah (2-3)/ Biur Halacha (167:1 Ub’pas Didan): The Rema implies that this compromise is specifically by our bread but was not necessary in the past. The Gra brings proof from the Gemara Shabbos 20a that this compromise would also have been necessary in the days of the Shas as well. Therefore he says that even today this compromise in the Rema still applies.

Mishnah Brurah (ibid): You should never cut from a place that is burned or dirty. Furthermore even when cutting from a loaf that is no longer whole you should cut through the crust and not through the middle of the loaf to be chosheish for the first and second p’shatim in Rashi.

Rema (167:1)/ Mishnah Brurah (167:14): When cutting bread for others in addition to yourself lechatchilah you should cut off a large enough section of the bread that could in turn be cut into smaller parts and distributed to the others. This is much more preferable than cutting off their pieces from the bread that remains after you cut your own small piece off of the large loaf.

The Size of the Piece

Shulchan Aruch (167:1): He brings down from the Rishonim that the prusas hamotzi should be between a k’zayis and a k’beitzah. If it is smaller than a k’zayis it reflects stinginess and if it is larger than a k’beitzah it reflects gluttony.

Mishnah Brurah (167:9): This k’peidah to cut a piece between a k’zayis and a k’beitzah only applies to the actual prusas hamotzi itself. Some people have the custom to cut a large piece and then cut that large piece into smaller pieces. In such a case the size restrictions don’t apply to the first cut (of the large piece) but rather only to the actual piece you want to eat.

Aruch Hashulchan (167:6): Practically speaking this halacha depends on the size of the loaf. With a very large loaf of bread it is difficult to cut a piece (with one cut) that is between a k’zayis and a k’beitzah. With a smaller loaf it is easier to cut a piece that is between a k’zayis and a k’beitzah. (See above when cutting for others). 

Gemara B’rachos (39b)/ Rema (167:1): On Shabbos a person should cut a piece that is large enough to last for the entire meal (i.e. even larger than a k’beitzah). Since there is a mitzvah to enjoy the Shabbos meal this doesn’t reflect gluttony especially since we are careful not to cut such large pieces during the week.


Cutting the Bread Before the B’racha


Gemara B’rachos (39b): 

Tosafos/ Rosh (ibid):


Shulchan Aruch (167:1):


Rema (ibid):

The B’racha of Hamotzi

Dipping the Bread

Hefseik Between Hamotzi and Eating

Being Motzi Others in the the Birkas Hamotzi

